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Gelb:   Mr. Wallack was going to say something here:

Wallack:  Mike knows about it and so does Tommy.  Colonel Solis interviewed me for 120 minutes, taped me…

Gelb:  He’s talking about recently…

Wallack:  I’m talking about Annapolis, and Colonel Solis.  I’m talking about recently, Mike. You know, and…  What I want to say here, Lily, is  that after I got home and got out and relaxed in the shed,  two days later, I said “ This guy never disputed…Colonel Solis never disputed anything I told him that he put down on tape.  All he told me was that I will be in Marine Corps history, accessible to anybody…”

Campbell:   Anybody that, yeah, anybody that…

Wallack:   Anybody that knows how to get in.  Cause what Solis did to me….he works for the Marine Corps historical.  His address is on Chester Morris Street.  He knew as much as I did about Amelia Earhart, being a historian.  He’s not just a Ph.D., he’s also a lawyer, and a full Colonel. What I’m getting at is that, that was the only thing that deposed me… and I haven’t heard a word from him since.  Not a word.

Gelb:  How come he called you at this point in time?

Wallack:   I sent him one of Mike’s books.  Before I left, he took all the videos I brought him.  I said ‘Anything on the table here you can have.”  ‘cause I had duplicates of it.  I’m gonna battle with him, ‘cause as far as I’m concerned, there’s only two of us that really know the story of Amelia Earhart…he and I… sitting in this room are the closest thing to reality there is…

Gelb:   I know that…

Wallack:  There’s nobody else.  I had the briefcase, he saw the airplane.  How far more can you go?
Ann Devine:   I saw this in the American Legion magazine…it was in the November one, and Tom wrote to him: “Anyone who served on Saipan, the Marianas Islands, during WWII, contact Robert Christy, he lives in Elkhorn,   what’s NE,  Nebraska?  Tom sent him a copy of the book, so maybe he’s reading the book or whatever, haven’t heard from him yet.  What I’m wondering is what’s 86 AAAAW.  What does that mean?

Devine:  Airborne Battalion….We had the 865th  there, I remember…

And what was that one?

Ann: 864

Devine:   Eight hundred sixty four

Wallack:   Anti-aircraft, isn’t it Tom?  Army talk?

Devine:  Mike, let me explain something to you if I may…For years I’ve been trying to get information from different libraries on different things.  I’ve done so much work on this…researching, researching and researching. Now there are certain things concerning Forrestal, the plane, the grave site, different things that I did not bring up publicly, because everything that I ever said, someone would jump on me,   saying it’s false, or prove it, or this or that, and so I got sick and tired of that, so what I was going to do, I was going to keep certain things to myself.  And if there was a congressional hearing, then I would explain and tell them this and that, and they would know that I am telling the truth. That’s what I wanted to do.

If you believe the story that this person wrote, I says, “that’s your belief.”  I says, “I’m not asking you to believe me.” I said, all I want to do is bring out my information, so that people will have it, and then they can determine what’s right and wrong.  And you’ll still have your own belief.  Do whatever you want.  Because I’m not going to be able to prove it.  They will not allow me to prove it.  I had a chance to prove it, but they….. (garbled).

Campbell:   It’s just going to take time….

Wallack:  Lily,  I can remember so clearly, now, after this point, once that came up, that we didn’t stay on the lines for more than a couple of days,  we’d go crazy.  So they used to bring us back about a thousand yards, and we would become litter bearers, and bring the bodies down to the beach.  Thousands….over four thousand marines. were killed on Saipan.  My company…over two hundred in a company, there were six of us left….six of us.  The first wave never got in.  We had to go through dead bodies floating in the water.

Campbell:  The thing is, look…Well, the more sales, the more truth gets out.  The more people are exposed to it.  That’s the whole point.

Devine:  No matter who I hear from, they’re telling me it’s one of the best books they ever read…honestly.  All of the guys that are involved in this,  they all write and they’re very pleased with it. And, um…

Campbell:  That’s important.  That’s important.  All it’s going to take is for somebody to notice.  McDonald is a first step, I think  McDonald,  his article is going to be seen, because it’s seen by many people.  The Pentagon looks at it all the time because he’s their enemy.  U.S. News agencies look at his website www.militarycorruption.com  all the time because sometimes he breaks stories on his website.  He’s had 5 million people look at his website in the last two years.  McDonald’s a real god, and he’s a total supporter of yours. He read your first book when it came out.  He’s very smart about the Earhart matter.  Very smart.  He read Goerner’s book, and he said to me “You give my best regards to him, and he said I’m his strongest ally.  You know he’ll do everything he can to support you.

Devine:   But see, if I KNEW at that time, that I had to have all of this pertinent information, I’d have gotten it, from people that were there, their names and addresses and so forth.  I’d have done all that, but it meant nothing or little to me at the time, because who was I to… this

was government stuff going on.   I couldn’t do anything about that.  And besides I had my own stuff to do with my guys, and …
Campbell:  Well you did a lot more than anybody else did.  You noticed what was going on around you.  You were totally aware of what was happening around you.

Devine:  Oh yeah, yeah…  but the thing is, this prison cell was in the building of four cells only.  The main cell area was further north.  Now, this here was separate.  I don’t know if it was for the convicted criminals or the most….whatever it was, I don’t know, but it was four cells, and it was down about six feet.  And these people didn’t have anything at all, there was no water, there was no toilet, there was no nothing there.

Gelb:  Mr. Devine…where was the, you know this graphic that she scratched in the cell, when you came in the cell, where was that?

Devine:  Well, when I came in the cell, the gate went in.

Gelb:  And then there was that big square thing, that toilet thing

Devine:  I jumped down.  I don’t know if that was a toilet...There was cement square that was high up.  So I don’t know if that was a toilet because I don’t see how they could climb up there to go to the toilet.  What it was for, I don’t know.  But the thing is, it really stunk.  It really stunk, and when I bounced on the dirt, I realized that they were excreting in the soil, covering it up.  This went on probably for years.  And whether there were bodies under there or not I have no idea, but there possibly could have been.  But when I was getting out of the cell, I grabbed the cell door, and on the left side, was AE.

Gelb:  So when you’re coming in the door, this way, okay, there’s that square thing…

Devine:  That’s down, that’s down in the...  This is right here, where the gate is…

Gelb:  On this wall?

Devine:  On the wall, on this side… here’s the gate.  There’s a very short space, around the wall, cement, and that’s where this AE was.  I noticed that when I was climbing out.  And on the right side of the bars was this food cell door…and I noticed  a few numbers,  I didn’t  notice the whole thing until it was shown to me later,  then I realized what it was.  Now there was another thing that I was keeping back from people, that I figured they’d have a Congressional investigation that I brought out, was that when I first went into the cell area, to the left on the first cell, which was actually the last cell when you come from the main entrance, in  this cell there was two letters on the wall,  FN.  And I never brought that up, because I figured what’s FN, what’s red letters, who’d ever get paint, a prisoner get paint here, besides this is a Japanese cell.  I said “who the heck put that“…I didn’t pay any more attention to it, but that was the cell that Fred Noonan was in.  And there was another cell, and then that was the one that Earhart was in.

Gelb:  So now, if you, would you draw where the graphic was IN the cell?  In the cell itself.

Devine: Well, this is facing out.  Now she had to have a stick or something, in order to reach that high because this was about six feet down…and she had to have a stick or something to do that on the wall.  And that’s where that was. Now, over here, there were bars, and a food cell door, here, that’s where these letters or whatever it was.  That’s facing out.

Gelb: Okay. This is inside the cell?

Devine:  This is the floor of the cell, and the walkway is out here.  There’s a walkway.  In other words, this was the front of the building, which I did not know at the time.  We came in from the back.  We climbed up four cells.  Now, the front of the building when I came up outa here, I tried to get out the front, but there was a big chain and a padlock on there, so we had to go back out this way.

Gelb:  Okay.  So let’s say if this is, where you’re sitting is the door of the cell, right here, going in to the cell, okay,

Devine:  Oh you’re talking about going into the cell…

Gelb:    Going into the cell, where would the graphic be?

Devine:  The graphic would be on the right side.

Gelb:  So you go in like this, and it’s over here?

Devine:  Yes

Gelb:  On this wall.

Devine:  Yes, on the inside wall.  See, the cell door swung IN.  And that’s what happened, I jumped down and bounced up.  Then when I wanted to come up,  I didn’t realize how low I was,  I had to jump up and grab the door, and the guy that was with me pulled it, so that I could get out, and that’s when I observed this.

Gelb:  This was right here

Devine:  I observed this and no, this was UP.  This was UP.  And this here was right here.  And I saw the uh…

Gelb:  So it’s on the same wall, on the inside, as the door.

Devine:  Yes.  Yes.   See, in other words, this is where the hinge is,

or whatever it is that held the door.

Gelb:  Right.

Devine:  It swung open to the inside.

Gelb:  So, if this is how you go in the cell, then it’s on this wall?

Devine:   Right, right.

Gelb:   Right over here.  Okay.

Devine:  And the food cell door was a small square there.

Gelb:  Okay, so it’s on the wall where, unless you came in and you looked, you wouldn’t see it.

Devine:  You’d never see it.

Gelb:  And it was high?

Devine:  Yes

Gelb:  It was high up.

Devine:  She had to do it with a branch or a stick.

Gelb:  Up here.  From the inside, it would be on the left side of the door.  Okay, I got it. I got that.

Devine:  Got that?

Gelb:  I got that.  And another thing I wanted you to draw,  because see we’re going to make a movie,  we’re going to enact this,  I want you to draw how it looked  when you were at Aslito Field when you came with your Lieutenant, drove him there,  how did the hangar look?  Where was the hangar?  Where was the plane in relation to where you were in the car?  Can you draw that?

Devine:  I never saw the plane.

Gelb:  That day?

Devine:  I never saw it.  See, according to the book, when I drove the Lieutenant there, I finally found the road that went to the field, and I came in, and I parked the jeep here.

Gelb:  Okay

Devine:  And then we walked in between two buildings,  this one seemed to be, uh, well, I didn’t know what the heck the buildings were anyway, but it was a building here and there.

Gelb:  You walked between them…

Devine:  Yes, and when we came here to the end of it, there was four or five Marine Corps officers standing there.  And I was with the Lieutenant, I had to make sure he was secure, and he went to go over here because he saw a bunch of Marines,  so he didn’t know where he was supposed to go… so then a person from this crowd came out with his hand up, and said   “This is off limits.”  That’s when I looked at him, and figured what’s this guy doing with a white shirt, and then I also noticed a shadow or something on…. So I didn’t pay any attention.  Then the Lieutenant says “I’m supposed to report to….” So he said “try inside there.” So then when the Lieutenant was going in, one of these officers that were here, yelled to him, says “What the hell do you mean, it’s off limits?  We know Amelia Earhart’s airplane is in there.  Our guys found it.  And some guy in Washington is going to get credit for it.  Now. the front of this hangar was here.  This was where the guards were…I don’t know if he was instructing them or what was going on?

Gelb:  So was this another building from these two buildings?

Devine:  No, this is the same building.  I’m sorry. This was the same building.

Gelb:  Same building, okay… okay, and they were guarding the entrance…

Devine:  No, they weren’t guarding the entrance.  They were just there in a group.  And he was there.  I don’t know if he was going to dispatch the Marines, guard it or what the heck it was all about, but when this person yelled out, “What the heck do you mean?  We know Earhart’s plane is in there, what are you trying to pull?  So then this person who was in charge and put his hand up came over to this group of Marines, and one of them said,  I told you, you were going to get in a lot of trouble.  You should get quiet about it.  So they mentioned Wally Greene and so forth, so as he came over, he demanded to know what the most vehement person’s name was, and I thought it was a Scotch name, I know it began with an F. And, I couldn’t place it at the time, but it was Fitzmorris.  Now it could be Irish, could be Scottish,

Gelb:  Oh, you think it was… that was the guy that was later shot?

Devine:  Yes shot to death when he answered the front door of his home, and that’s when they questioned ME thinking I was the one that did it, and uh they still haven’t solved it.  Because it’s government inspired.  The same as the attempts that were made on me were

government inspired.

Gelb:  Now, so okay, you’re going through this narrow place.  This is

the hangar here?

Devine:  This is the hangar here.  And there’s all growth in front of it, like it hasn’t been used for a long time. And then, uh, as I say, I went over here, and here’s a Marine, and he tells me I have to move the Jeep, because it’s off limits.  So I says “Is it true that Amelia Earhart’s

plane is in there?”  So he says” Yeah, but he starts cursing and he says “Don’t say I said so, he says “I don’t know why the hell they want to keep it a secret.” You know... then he asks me how long I was on the island, and where I was from, and so forth, and you know, we talked a little bit. Then the Lieutenant came out, and he wanted to know what that was all about back there?  So I said, “Can you imagine that,” I said, “they say Amelia Earhart’s airplane is in the hangar there.”  So he said, (same as I thought) that her plane went down near Howland Island years ago.   How could it be here?  We dropped the subject, because we figured what the heck goes on,  so we didn’t pay any attention, then when we got back, there was a general dept Major who was supposed to photograph an army postal unit’s  invasion,  from the time of the invasion ‘til the time they set up the post office.  So he had a camera. We were not allowed cameras because of the invasion.  But he had a camera, and was photographing different things.  And he’s the one that photographed me when I came back with Lieutenant Liebig.

Gelb: When you… oh, with Liebig.

Devine:  Yeah, Liebig was the Lieutenant.  This was a Major Smith.  And Major Smith said, “What goes on?”  So, then I told him, I says that “When we were over at the air field.”  I says, “Can you imagine that they said they had Amelia Earhart’s airplane in the hangar there?”

He says, “Amelia Earhart’s? He says, “She went down near Howland Island years ago.”  So we dropped the subject.  Now whether THEY brought the subject up later or not, I don’t know.  They might have brought it up later.  I don’t know.  But the thing is, that’s the end of the discussion concerning her.  So then,  I’m thinking of this incident back there, and I figure it couldn’t be true, but then I said I’ve seen that guy before, because his face was like,  it wasn’t like an ordinary,  it was like punched down a little bit like,  and he had a flattened nose, and I used to box myself, I boxed in the army, and I was much heavier then than I am now, and he had a flat nose, but then I says,  I can’t imagine if that was this guy that I think it was, I said, Forrestal, what the heck would he be doing with dirt under his nose, and running around in a white shirt in a combat area?  I said, he had no side-arms.  All officers had to have side-arms, at least.  Oh, there were so many questions, but I put it out of mind because that had nothing to do with me.  That’s the only reason.  And I didn’t know this was going to go into this area that we have it today.  If I did, I’d have gotten all kinds of …

Gelb:  Well, of course, this is something that happened…I mean you...
Devine:  And if I can’t prove something, I’m sorry, I can’t prove it.

If I’d known that I had to prove it, I’d have done something at that time.

Gelb:  Well, of course.

Devine:  But the only thing that I determined was if only they’d let me bring up the remains.  Let me dig, because I believed that woman, she was informing to me, because she thought I had some authority, and she was informing on the Japanese.  She thought that I was going to go higher up or something with the whole story, but the thing is, I believed the woman, and I was willing to go there on my own expense, everything on my own, just to dig to see if the remains are there. But they wouldn’t let me do it.  They would never ever let me do it.

Gelb:  That must have been the most frustrating thing for you all these years…

Devine:  Yes, it was…yes, it was.

Gelb:  When you went back that night, it was that night, with Private Anderson, so where was the plane in relation to these buildings?

Devine:  The plane was over here…the reason that it was there…

Gelb:  It had come out of the hangar…

Devine:  No, I don’t know if it came out of the hangar…  I was back at my bivouac area, which was over here, about a quarter of a mile from the airfield, and there was a runway here, and the main runway was there, I guess. Now, when we were in the bivouac area, all of a sudden, this plane came flying, very very low, and we’re all looking up at it, and it’s a civilian plane, and uh making an awful lot of noise once it was going like that, you know, the person who was running it probably wasn’t too sure…it was going like that…It came right above us, and then went right down, and it must have landed at the field.  Now when Anderson and I went back to the field that night, because of the fact that when we were here, one of our guys, Sgt. Fritzler, was talking to one of the marines who was on guard duty, at the field, and he says he has to go back to his area because they’re taking up Earhart’s plane.  I said, “Who’s plane?”  So he says, “We’re not supposed to say anything.”  So then, a guy, he was showing us some bracelets that he made, with Japanese markings on them, and I said “Oh boy, that’d be good to get.” I said where’d you get that?  He said “at the airfield.”  I  says, “Oh good, I’m gonna try and get some.”  “It’s off limits,” he said, you can’t go.”  So I said, “Oh, okay.”  So then, we had some chow, and then uh, I asked a couple of people if they’d want to go with me…one had to do this,  one had to do that, and then this fellow Anderson was the one that agreed to come with me to the air field.  So we went there, and as we approached the airfield, as we

approached the airfield, THERE IS THE AIRPLANE…

Gelb:  Which way was it facing?

Devine:  Facing front, this is the front, facing the front, and the left tire was flat. It must have flattened when they landed.

Gelb:  So this is now outside of that same hangar?  And close to the hangar?  Okay…

Devine:  As we were approaching, a guy stood up.  He was bent down, he was bent down, and he was photographing the plane.  He had a speed graphic camera.  I had done photography work prior to going into the service, and I knew different things about photography.

And he went running when he saw us, he went running away, and off in the distance, I see two airplanes, small fighter planes, which came in earlier in the day.  They came overhead and landed.  Now I saw them there, and there was one person standing there.  Now, from the airfield, here, were two people walking.  One had a helmet on, which might have been a pilot, the other….

Gelb:  So where were you standing when you saw those?

Devine:  We were here… examining the plane.

Gelb:  Okay…weren’t you…didn’t you feel like ….I mean you were pretty daring to go out there…

Devine:  Well, of course... because I didn’t know if it was off limits or it wasn’t off limits, but….we were looking it over, and uh, this guy ran away, and then I see these two, we jumped up on the… he pushed me up on the wing…  I was going to look in the cockpit, but as I turned around, here’s the same guy snapping….of US…snapped me on the wing, so then he ran. And these two guys were coming from here, towards the plane, and the one that had the bandolier of ammunition over his shoulder, had the same white shirt on… that was Forrestal.  Now someone told me, it could never have been Forrestal because Forrestal would never carry a bandolier of ammunition over his shoulder. How could they say a thing like that?  They say he would never carry a bandolier…how do they know what the heck he would do?  So, no matter what I said, people would cast….something or other…

Gelb:   Right, right…

Devine:  So all of a sudden, they stopped walking, and I looked out here, and this guy, the photographer was waving them back.  So they turned, and they tried to run a little, and they went back to the hangar.

Gelb:  And where were you at that point?

Devine:  We were around the plane.

Gelb:  And these two didn’t see you?

Devine:  Huh?  They might have, but they might have thought we were part of this deal going on…

Gelb:  Something…the preparation?

Devine:  There were 10 containers of gasoline right here…

Gelb:  Uh huh…

Devine:  And Anderson started…he says “Smells like gas.” So he went to dump it over, and I said “Don’t dump it over.”  So, uh, I went and I smelled it.  It didn’t smell like gasoline.  It might have been some sort of fuel, I don’t know.  But one of the guys, that I finally got some information from, said that he was on a truck and him and two other guys had all of this gasoline and they sprayed it and dumped it all along the walls of the hangar on the inside.

Gelb:  hmm?

Devine:  He said they were going to spray and set the whole thing on

fire.

Gelb:  You mean they burned it INSIDE the hangar?

Devine:  No, they didn’t burn it inside the hangar. He said that they took gasoline and poured it all along the walls of the hangar.  This was probably when the plane was in flight or something like that. They came in a truck, they were told what to do and they did it. But, when the plane landed, they couldn’t get it into the hangar because of the flat tire, probably…see

Gelb:  Uh huh.  Do you think it got the flat tire on the landing?

Devine:  Sure, sure…

Gelb:  Shaky landing.

Devine:  Sure, and I thought that they used this gasoline here, or whatever it was to put it on the plane.

Gelb:  Uh huh…

Devine:  And they set it on fire.  But I got more information from a person, who said that with this plane, if they shot into her plane, he’s going by the height, the depth, and everything else, they says they could never have done it.  Because I thought they fired tracer bullets into the plane that set it afire.  But he says you could not do it because of the fact that they had to go right up to the plane, in order to fire, and that wouldn’t be safe, so he says it couldn’t have been done. So then I got information from another guy who was there, with two others, and he says this plane took off from the field, one of the fighters, took off from the plane, I think they might have had this tracer ammunition on the plane, they put it on, and he says it flew above the plane, and went away.  Then when it came back the second time, it fired bullets.  He says he saw them, like tracer bullets into the plane, and it exploded.

Gelb:  So they were firing the plane from the air?

Devine: Yes.  I don’t know how…

Gelb:  Because you went away, and you came back after you heard the explosion, correct?

Devine:  Yes, yes.

Gelb:  So you’re coming from this direction towards the plane?

Devine:  Uh, yeah, yeah from this direction… and as I say, um, when I saw that I couldn’t believe it because it’s a metal plane, and evidently they wanted to do away with NR 16020 and so forth.  And shortly after, I decided to get back to my outfit because I was crawling along, and there were snipers around and everything else at night, and the fire would attract attention.  And these two planes took off, one at a time….to go back to the carrier where they originally came from.

Gelb:  And was Forrestal on the plane?

Devine:  I don’t know…  I have no idea.  But this guy Dumas tells me that he saw Forrestal over here near Garapan, and they were supposed to go on a carrier.  Take a plane and go back to the United States.

Gelb:  Garapan was this way from the hangars?

Devine:  Garapan was to the right.  Let’s see, this was the hangar,

no, Garapan was up here further. But he said that he saw them at Garapan.

Gelb:  So this would be north?

Devine:  No, this is north.

Gelb:  Okay…

Devine:  And this is south…

Gelb:  Okay…

Devine:  And this is, west, and this is east.

Gelb:  Okay

Devine:  But, there’s so much involved in this…

Gelb:  No, but I just wanted to get a picture, this is great.  These two hangars… You were off in this direction,

Devine:  I’m not sure if this was a hangar.  It was a building.

Gelb:  And you came along through there…

Devine:  And this is where the Lieutenant, when they told him to go in the building, I don’t know if it was in this area that he went or not, but he went in there.  But uh…

Gelb:  So that’s the lay of the land.

Devine:  Yeah.  But trying to prove that Forrestal was there is difficult because of the fact that these people who have written these books stated that they couldn’t do it til the Defense Dept. went all over everything, til this Dept went all over everything, and when Roosevelt said, “They found the bitch’s plane on Saipan,” Truman was in there, because Truman had something to do with Defense.  I don’t know if he was the Chief of Defense or whatever it was, but Truman was there, and Truman made sure that none of his calls to Forrestal were recorded. He wanted them all eliminated. So he could have directed Forrestal to go there, to do this, or whatever it was.  We don’t know.  There’s so many questions that need to be answered.

Gelb:  And you never were able to find Private Anderson?

Devine:  Huh? And what?

Gelb:  You never were able to find Private Anderson?

Devine:  No, he more or less disappeared because. the only thing I found was that they said he went into the Pacific as a missionary, and he was still on Saipan when I left.  I don’t know if he can be commissioned a missionary in the field and sent somewhere…I don’t know. But the thing that got me was the time that I was walking with Ann up the driveway here, and I just about put my arm around her a little bit, to move my head just a little bit, and this bullet came whizzing by…

Gelb:   Here???

Devine:  Oh yes, this bullet came whizzing by…and I thought holy mackerel, and then heard, see there was no house over here, no houses, it was all woods.  So then I heard a car starting up and taking off. Now, he probably thought that he got me, because of the fact that I went over like that, after he shot, see.  He must have had a telescopic sight, and he must have figured he got me, because uh, uh...  No more attempts were made after that.

Gelb:  When was that?

Devine:  This was…soon after Forrestal….

Gelb:  You think he committed suicide?  Do you think he was pushed?

Devine:  Oh he was DUMPED…

Gelb:  He was dumped.

Devine:   Oh sure, positively…positively.

Gelb:  So it was shortly after that that this attempt was made on YOUR life?

Devine:  Oh yeah, because they figured…see Forrestal they said he did something bad…  I don’t know if Forrestal is the one that said I was the one that should be gotten rid of because of the fact they knew who I was on Saipan.  They tried to get rid of me then.  They knew who I was, where I was from, they had the whole history on me, and uh…this was…say, that was the first attempt, this was another attempt, and then when I went to see Mrs. Morrisey, that was another attempt.

Gelb:  Were they just checking out on you that day, or do you think that they were trying to….they weren’t trying to do you in that day?

They were just following you around?

Devine:  They might have tried to do me in because when I was in the restaurant, and the waitress came over and says, “Do something about the incursion...” or something or other, I says “Let the restaurant do something about it.” Then after they started screaming and yelling, “Come on outside, come on outside, outside, outside,” So the waitress come over and says, “Do something.  Don’t let them…..Go out there.”  So I said, “No way”.  Now I think if I went out, I could have been shot, or something.  And the thing is, when it came to the Police, and the person shows up from O.N.I. or this and that, that and this, it’s all covered up.  See?  Because they could say I was a spy or something…you know.

Gelb:  Right…

Devine:  There’s so much involved…

Gelb:  Oh, there’s so much involved.  You’re actually so lucky that they never bumped you off!

Devine:  Yeah, well I was fortunate, and I’m still fortunate that I was able to live to see the book published. See, because of the fact, I figured I’d be gone…

Gelb:  Mr. Devine, did you ever see the original of the photograph that Mr. Gradt had taken?

Devine:  Gradt?

Gelb:  Gradt.

Devine:  The original?  Well, he sent me a copy.

Gelb:  Do you have that?  Because the copy, the one on the book is a

graphic, but the actual photograph…

Devine:  Well, I had it somewhere… well, this isn’t right with the light color in between…

Campbell:  That’s an artistic adjustment.  I had nothing to do with                                                                                                                                                                                            that.

Devine:  I have that, up in my manuscript, “The Concealed Grave of Amelia Earhart.”

Gelb: is it actually a copy of the original photograph?

Devine:  Yes

Gelb:  Do you have that?

Devine:  Sure…

Gelb:  Can we see it?

Campbell:  But, as far a being reproduced, the way the graphic is reproduced is the best way….it’s the most clear.

Devine:  Right …

Devine:   Oh, it’s a letter I got from someone that said he was sending it into the newspaper.  That’s what he believed, or he heard.  What…none of it is true? And that’s what goes on constantly…the thing is I’ve been listed as a  sailor,  I’ve been listed as a marine, I’ve been listed as a captain. I’ve been listed as a private, and all different rankings and everything else.  And different cities and different states.  It’s hard to believe!

Gelb:  I know…it’s gotten so far from the truth….it’s so frustrating.

Devine:  Why should newspapers…persons who are interested in

books and things like that, why don’t they come to the person,

get together with the person to get the truth of the whole thing?

Why do they put misinformation?

Gelb:  I know that you had…you know that I knew Fred Goerner…and I know that he did have a massive ego, and he wanted to get all the credit…

Devine:  definitely, definitely

Gelb:  and all that…

Devine:  I thought he was acting as a newsman…That’s why I was giving him my information, because of the fact that he would write it up as a newspaper report, but he was doing it for private gain.  He was writing a book, and everything else.  In fact, when we were on Saipan,

He pulled the paper out of the typewriter so I couldn’t see what he was typing.

Gelb:  If you had ever known that you would never be able to get back there to do the dig, I wonder if you would have acted differently…

Devine:  Well, the way it is, if the Government at one time came to me, and told me what it’s all about, why they have to keep it quiet, I might have gone along with it….because I’m an average citizen, and I believe in our Government and so forth, and I might have gone along with them. But I don’t know, you see, because I don’t know what the story is. But I can’t imagine them…the thing that got me scared in the first place was when they tried to get me off the island of Saipan, and then they told me that these two natives, if they give you something to eat, make sure you eat it because they get very insulted.  I was on the island for more than a year there, and he’s telling me what the natives do and what they shouldn’t do?  I figured they were gonna either give me something to make me pass out, or something or other.

Gelb:  Do you think, I know that everything has changed and people have dug and dug and dug, and there’s been all kinds of changes around there, do you think that there’s any remote chance that those bones are still in the ground there?

Devine:  There is a possibility, but the thing is, when I wrote to one of the people in charge there, and I asked them if, from a certain part of the cemetery, say 150 yards from there, directly north/ northwest, I says, is there a tree with a circular pumice stone or cement type along the base of the tree.  I says… been there for years, and all of the people that lived there knew about it, must have known about it, because it was something unusual.  So he wrote me and he says there’s nothing there at all, this and that, and that and this. So it was

after that, that I learned that they were digging along this area. They were making a walkway for people, they claimed, and they found seven remains…two Japanese, and five pre-historic Chamorros.  What’s a pre-historic Chamorro?  Now, how would they know if they’re pre-historic? So, there’s a possibility they might have dug it up. There’s a possibility that the Navy, at the time they went there, also might have dug it up.

Gelb:  I mean so many people have dug around there.

Devine:  Yeah, and made out that….no they haven’t dug around there.  They’ve dug in different places from where…

Gelb:  Do you think that anyone dug where it should have been dug?

Devine:  Unless these that I know nothing about…The officials on the island, what they did, I don’t know.

Gelb:  I mean the place would be unrecognizable today…

Devine:  Well, the thing is, I can tell by the hill in the background, and uh, the pictures that I have showing the general area, and I could get in the general area, and could possibly dig there.

Gelb:  Do you think that me and Mike and Nee could go there, and you could direct us how to find it?

Devine:  Direct you as to how to find it?

Gelb:  Yeah

Devine: Yeah, I think so.  But I don’t think they’d allow you…they won’t allow…

Gelb:  Well, we wouldn’t even ask them!

Devine:  Oh!   I was thinking of doing that… I was thinking of putting up a tent over the area, and digging there, but they won’t allow a tent or anything to be put up on the beach there….see so…Mike,  I’m sorry I’m boring you with all this…

Campbell:  Not at all.

Gelb:  Will you take a picture of me with Mr. Devine?

Campbell:  Sure.

Devine:  Want me to stand up?

Gelb:  No, no  you just stay exactly where you are…

Campbell:  Let’s get another one.  Okay.

Gelb:  Okay

Devine:  Oh, that was great…

Gelb:  Okay.  I consider that being here with you is so precious.  It is…

Devine:  Well, the way it is…there’s so many people….like there’s a   couple from Connecticut, Henry Duda, of course he passed away in his sleep, and he was a good witness.  And then, another person in Connecticut is a policeman, a retired policeman, he was a witness on Saipan, also.  And there are any number of them,  and I’m sure that there are more, a lot of them didn’t even see the thing that we had in American Legion magazine or the 2nd Marine division at the time, otherwise we’d have had much more information.  It’s the same as this woman in Kansas, who has this food cell door.  Now, I wanted to have her picture in the book, because she…very attractive woman, and the publisher wouldn’t put it in.  In fact, I have pictures of every single person, but they wouldn’t put them in.  They figured they had too many pages….

Gelb:  Now, would we be able to go upstairs and see your room with all your artifacts in it?

Devine:  If you want to go, I don’t know if I can make it.

Gelb:  I think maybe we would love to.  I don’t know if you can make it upstairs…

Devine:  Well,  I’ll try… but the thing is,  I’ve got a lot of stuff that I’ve thrown out, since, because of the fact that I figured I’m not going to push the manuscript that I have there, because this, I think is sufficient.  It shows enough.  If they don’t want to believe it, that’s up

to them.  I don’t care.  But at least the information is out there.

Gelb:  I’m planning to do a screenplay.  That’s why I wanted you to do the sketches of the hangar, and direction that the plane was facing, and everything so that it will be accurate.

Devine:  Well, I’ll go up and I’ll see…

Have you got the time to stay?  I’ll go up and show you…

Gelb:  Okay…

UPSTAIRS, in the Dungeon:

Devine:  And I’m also in the barbershop quartet singing group

Campbell:  Have you gone back with them? Are you singing?

Devine:  No, I haven’t been able to get back…

Campbell:  That would be something, wouldn’t it?

Devine:  Yeah… This is Forrestal.

Gelb:  With his pugilistic features?

Devine:  Also Amelia Earhart’s granddaughter….and this is the woman, Deanna Mick, who has the uh…

Gelb:  Oh, who has that…

Devine:  Yep, the food cell door.

Campbell:  I talked to her.

Devine:  This is a fellow who was a photographer on Saipan, and he took the picture of this guy who was wounded, and he himself saw Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan.

Campbell:  Yeah, he’s in the book.

Devine:  He was a young boy at the time.

Campbell: That’s a good witness too. I mean, that’s another….nobody has him…except us.

Devine:  I thought Deanna Mick’s picture should be with her information.

Campbell:  Did I have that?

Devine:  Yeah.

Gelb:  Would she ever part with that?  And give it to the house or something?

Devine:  What house?

Gelb:  You know, at Amelia’s house, which is a Museum…

Devine:  Well, sure, if they’d want it.  They can have most of this stuff if they wanted it.

Campbell:  I don’t know if Deanna Mick is going to give that up right now. I don’t think she’s…

Gelb:  No

Devine:  No.  This is Earhart’s granddaughter.

Gelb:  Uh, you mean her niece.

Devine:  Her niece.

Gelb:  Did you use all these boards for presentations?

Devine;  Yeah,  not all of them, so whenever I had to make a presentation in front of a Veteran’s group or something or other, I’d take some of these with me. And, as I say, I did what I could, but they made me think that I was a salesman, I had to sell the book and

I never realized that, I just thought that I’d have to…

Gelb:  Present the truth.

Devine: The publisher, the previous publisher, I gave a talk over the phone to a reporter in Ohio, and I gave, whenever he asked me, I kept giving him information. So the publisher heard about this, or was listening in or something or other, and she gave me holy heck. She

says “You’re not supposed to do that. You’re not supposed to tell people all that information.  Let them buy the book!”  I said, “It isn’t in the book.”  I said, “You edited it twice.” I said, “You took it all out of the book.” But that’s what I kept running into all the time.  And I figured, “What can you do?  I’m telling you.”  There’s one downstairs.

Campbell:  Do you know if she’s still alive or not, Eleanor…?

Devine:   No, she got killed in an automobile accident.

Campbell:  That’s what I thought.

Devine:  Yeah, and her husband notified me, and he says he’s going to sell the company because he doesn’t want to do it.  So they sold it,

and the books…there’s still a few books left…I think they’re paperbacks, and…the book publisher is in Arizona.

Campbell:  But the Amazon people are selling your book.  They’re the ones that are selling your book.  All they can do is look up your book on Amazon, and they can get it that way.  You know, because as a result of our book, your book’s selling again a little bit.

Devine:  And there’s so many different prices on this book now that’s out.  There’s three different prices.

Gelb: Yeah, I know…

Devine:  Three different prices.  If you buy it in the bookstore here it’s

$16.00.  If you buy it from the publisher, it’s $19.00.

Gelb:  If you buy it from Amazon, it’s $10.47, plus shipping, right?

Campbell:  It’s going to take time, but it’s very young in the book’s life. And people like Glenn McDonald are coming out of the woodwork to help us, believe me, and the word is going to get out.

BACK DOWNSTAIRS, with Robert Wallack:

Gelb:  Let me ask you a question…

Wallack:   Go ahead…  Shall we sit down?  C’mon, move over…

Gelb:  Okay… when you went, and you blew up that safe, and Amelia’s briefcase was inside of there, what did the briefcase look like, was it a regular business-like briefcase?

Wallack:  Not what you think of today… it was a leather, flip-top,

and it was flat, like my hand, but it tapered up, you know.  That’s what they had, you know, but it was like an oversized women’s pocketbook.

Gelb:  Were there other people there, too?

Wallack:  Four or five other Marines, when we blew the door …...

I didn’t blow the door open.  One of the guys was a demolition guy.

Bless you…

Gelb:  Sneezing….  This isn’t a cold.  I don’t want you to think I’m contagious.   I’m allergic to cigarette smoke….

Wallack:  I haven’t had a cold in 15 years.  I don’t catch a cold…

Gelb:   Were there other people that saw this too?

Wallack:  The other Marines told me you better turn it in.

As I say, that the war wasn’t over.  This thing was big.  I got other           souvenirs.   Japanese …shot a Colonel. I missed his sword. The other kid got, the other guy… marine got the sword…

Gelb:  What sword?  A Japanese sword?

Wallack:   Yeah.

Gelb:  That wasn’t as important as what you got…

Wallack:  The point was, I wanted the sword because in the handle of it there were jewels….I didn’t care about the sword.  I could carry the jewels, pluck ‘em out, and …I got watches off dead Japs…souvenir hunting.  I got a prayer book from the bivouac in Garapan next to that building that Tommy was talking about where the jail is. There was a                                                                                                Catholic Church.  The briefcase…

Gelb:  The briefcase was about like this big?  Leather?

Wallack:   Leather…with a flip-top on it.

Gelb:  With a flip top.

Wallack:  I was the first guy in it… into that safe when the smoke cleared.  I thought it was a bag full of money.

Gelb:  You must have been very surprised when you opened that up.

Wallack:  I was only seventeen.  I knew exactly what I had.  It wasn’t money.  It was more than money because something’s wrong.  What am I doing with Amelia Earhart’s briefcase when she crashed in the ocean?

Gelb:  Right, it must have been very puzzling to you.

Wallack:  Oh, unbelievable…

Gelb:  You knew nothing about the plane burning up.  This was after or before?

Wallack:  You see I was in the second wave in the invasion.  Tommy came in AFTER me.

Gelb:  After…

Wallack:  After

Gelb:  Okay, so you found the briefcase BEFORE he had come in to Saipan.

Wallack: Correct. Came in on the second wave.  The first wave never hit the beach…kids were all dead bodies.  And I saw them piled up along the beach there… brought the bodies down…

Gelb:  So scary, you know, wasn’t it like so scary to be there?

Wallace:  Well, let’s tell you when I hit the beach with a machine gun, I had to carry a 30 caliber water-cooled gun on my shoulder that went into a tripod, like a camera holder.  You know what a tripod is, it holds the gun. And you put the gun on it.  I carried the gun on my shoulder. But what I’m getting at is that…you asked what it was like.   I said to the kid next to me when we hit the beach and went through the dead bodies, I said, “I can’t stop.  I’m wetting my pants.  I couldn’t control.”  He says, “Don’t worry Wallack, I’m doing the same thing.”  That’s how scared you are.

Gelb:  Of course…!

Wallack:  But, I can tell you, Lily, within…after you’ve seen …I never saw a dead body in my life. Now I’m seeing all kinds of dead bodies…

Gelb:  Do you have dreams?

Wallack:  My wife tells me I had some, after we got married I had a couple of….you know, but not really, no. No, it’s gone.  And once you get, you see enough bodies dead, or shoot somebody, you lose…you get immune to it.  And it’s nothing to see dead Marines.

Gelb:  Oh, You’re so lucky that …both of you are so lucky.

Wallack: Lucky... unbelievable.  Like I say, I mean having cancer myself, and having open heart surgery.  That was a piece of cake.

Gelb:  Compared to all that…

Wallack:  Because every day was the same thing. You didn’t know if you were going to see tomorrow morning.

Gelb:  So are there other Marines that attested to the fact that…about the suitcase… the briefcase….?

Wallack:  I’ve never heard of one.

Gelb:  Well, there was a group of you…

Wallack:  There were a group of us, okay?  The campaign was only a couple of three days…I mean the campaign was over when we found the briefcase, let’s put it that way.  And I told you there was only a handful of us in my company. There was only about six or seven of us.

That’s what we did.  Those six or seven guys and myself, we blew the safe.  They got stuff out of it.  We went back to the building on the other side, over the bivouac, was a Catholic church. And then we’d have to….at night the Japanese soldiers that were up on the mountain, or civilians would start wandering back into Garapan looking for food, and all we were told to do was to take them down to the beach, which was only from here to your car, or from here to the school, and put them in the stockade. And that was it. That’s all we did, until they came and got us, ‘cause we were going into another division. Nobody knew what to do with us.

Gelb:  How long did you have the briefcase in your possession?

Wallack: About 3-4 days.

Gelb:  You had it for 3-4 days?   And weren’t there other people that looked at it?

Wallack:  Sure.  Oh yeah, they all looked at it.

Gelb: And were there any that you could point to and say, “Don’t you remember this briefcase?”

Wallack:  Let me come up toward how I got rid of it.

Gelb:  Okay…

Wallack:  And why I got rid of it.

Gelb:  Well, I knew you….you knew that…

Wallack:  I told you why.  I couldn’t put it in my knapsack. It’s too big.

Gelb:  No, and you thought that it was important… the right thing to do…

Wallack:  We were told in boot camp that you couldn’t have…keep anything military before we went to Saipan.  Everything picked up from Japanese officers or whatever, had to be turned in. If it wasn’t military value, you could get a receipt for it.  Now, what I had was not military value, and I could get a receipt for it.  And it didn’t get out of my hands.  So the guys that were with me said, “Wallack, you gotta get rid of that.  You can’t take it home.”  I should have dug a hole, so that I could come back after the War.

Gelb:  Had you known…

Wallack:  I knew I HAD something…

Gelb:  Had you known… had you known that it would all be shoved under the rug.

Wallack:  I never would have done what I did, if I had second thoughts, especially today.  So, I did the next best thing that I thought, at seventeen….I went down the beach, to turn it into a Navy officer.  I didn’t want some Lieutenant JAG.  There were no Marines there, cause the Marines, my second division, had left the island to go train in Guadalcanal.

Gelb:  Oh, so you couldn’t have turned it in to a Marine officer.

Wallack:  There was nothing.  We were left to be transported to Guadalcanal, which they did do.

Gelb:  You left and went to Guadalcanal?

Wallack:  To train for Okinawa. But now I’m in another division.  I’m not in the second division anymore.  I’m in the 6th division.  What they did, and how I got in there was… prior to Saipan, they had another division formed.  There were only five divisions over there when I went, and there was a brand new Marine division, the 6th Marine division, coming out of the States for the next campaign, which was Okinawa, and then China.  We never came to China, but what they did is they took a battalion of each one of the five divisions that were over there, and put them into the 6th division….just a battalion, 1500 marines, and mixed them in with the new division so they had veterans with them, to show them the way for the next campaign.

Gelb:  I see, I see.

Wallack:  And we were left there because we didn’t belong to the 2nd division.  The 2nd division didn’t take us.  I don’t know where the second division went.  We were 1st battalion, 29th marine, which were in the 6th division, and we had to go to…six of us had to go to Guadalcanal.  And, alright, to get back to the briefcase, so what I did is I went along the beach, and there were more Navy officers down there, but I wanted to get one that had some rank. And I finally found a guy who had scrambled…they don’t wear any insignias on their

shirts, war things, they don’t have medals, you know Captain or Lieutenant, but the officers have scrambled eggs above Captain, high officers on the peak of their cap they have…it’s a yellow…they call it scrambled eggs.  It’s a yellow design on the peak of their cap.  I saw this guy with…so he had to be a Captain or better.  Okay?  Now I got the guy and I told him what I had, what it was in, and I wanted a receipt for it, and he gave me a receipt for the briefcase.  If I got home, I could make claim on it. So I gave it to the Navy. It had no military value, so I should get it back, the way I thought then. So I did that.  My mother had given me a waterproof money belt, so I took the receipt, and put it in the money belt.  And the War went on.

Gelb:  Did you think they would actually give YOU back the briefcase?

Wallack:  I hoped they would, or I would have fought them right down the thing…

Gelb: Really, you didn’t think you were turning it in just because it was to belong to the higher ups?

Wallack:  I wanted it.

Gelb:  And they led you to believe you personally could get this back?

Really?

Wallack:  Yes, yes, they did.

Gelb:    Oh…

Wallack:  It was NOT military value.  If it was a Japanese map, or Japanese something or other…

Gelb:  Then no…

Wallack:  No

Gelb:  But I mean, they never would have given you that briefcase back in any case….

Wallack:  Why not?  It’s mine…I found it.

Gelb:  Well, I’m just saying because as it turned out….

Wallack:  Oh, yeah, but who knew that?

Gelb:  Right, but you actually thought you were going to get it back.

Wallack:  58 years ago, when I found it, I thought I was getting it back.

Gelb:  Okay…

Wallack:  I knew Amelia Earhart crashed in the ocean…off Howland Island.  That’s what I was told.

Gelb:  Right

Wallack:  And I remembered that. And when I found the briefcase, her briefcase, it blew the whole thing apart.  I said, “How could this happen?” I said, “How could they tell us…” when millions all kinds of ships in 1938 looking for the plane and never found it.  And the plane was never there. He saw it….

Gelb:  And you, and then after you found the briefcase, in time, was when he saw the plane.  You never knew HIM, for years.

Wallack:  Never knew him, for 25 years… 30 years I didn’t know him, until my wife…

Gelb:  Right…right

Wallack:  And here’s two guys on the same island that have a secret.  He saw the airplane destroyed, and I …I thought I was the only one under the world that knew Amelia Earhart was on Saipan.

Gelb:  Yeah

Wallack:  Believe me, until I met him…

Gelb:  Yeah. Pretty amazing…. I don’t know…

Wallack:  It’s unbelievable.

Gelb:  It’s unbelievable.

Wallack:  That two people can have the same …Can bring tears to your eyes…  I …you weren’t alive probably but if you could have heard me yelling on Okinawa.  I got wounded the second time.  I got wounded on Saipan.  They didn’t take me off.  And then I got shot again on Okinawa on my leg.  And that was it.  I was going home. And uh, they were taking me out to get patched up.  Instead of getting my pants off, they cut ‘em off. And they must have cut the money belt too, because they threw the bloody clothes away, and my receipt.  But I’d have the receipt today if I didn’t get wounded.  But the wound sent me home. The War was over.  My leg was still there. You can’t… The Marine Corp had a policy you could not be wounded in two campaigns.  You had to go stateside. And fortunately by the time I …when they dropped the Atomic bomb I was in San Diego, coming home.  I was home, as far as the War, I wasn’t…

Gelb:  You were so lucky…

Wallack:   Very lucky

Gelb:  Amazing…

Wallack:  But, I can remember my sister and brothers went through my mother’s house, when I met him, looking for the letters I wrote my mother…

Gelb:  Does she have any of those letters?

Wallack:  We couldn’t find them!  Couldn’t find.  The only thing we found a long time ago were the two telegrams they sent my mother and father that I had been wounded…the Marine Corps did.  One on Saipan, and one on Okinawa.  Western Union… “We’re sorry to inform you…  Did you ever see one of those things?

Gelb:  I’ve heard about them.  I’ve heard about them.  I was actually born during the War.  I was born in 1943

Wallack:  ‘43?

Gelb:  During the war, but of course I don’t remember anything.

Wallack:  Oh no…you were too young.

Gelb:  What year were you born?

Wallack:  Huh?

Gelb:  What year were you born?

Wallack:  1925.

Gelb:  25 Okay…

Wallack:  I’ll be 78 next month.

Gelb:  You were only 17, and he was like twenty...  He was the old man.

Wallack:  He was the old man!

Gelb:  It’s such a terrible thing that the TRUTH has been suppressed…

Wallack:  You know, and it makes it worse, Lily, that three months ago, when the Marine Corps took me down to Annapolis, and the Colonel…there were two Colonels, Colonel Miller and Colonel Solis…Colonel Solis interviewed me…on one of these things for 120 minutes.

It was a big sophisticated one like that. And it had to be wired up in the house with a drop cord, cause we talked right out on the Annapolis Bay here. That, in the last three months, I haven’t heard one thing…

Gelb:  Why did he call you three months ago?  What was the purpose of calling you NOW…three months ago …WHY?

Wallack:  Back up…

Gelb:  Why did they call you?

Wallack:  Oh no, it didn’t come that way.  As to how I got down there.  They didn’t call me. No.  There’s a Captain that lives in Woodbridge…Captain Jones …Dick Jones…who knew Solis, or knew Miller, the other Captain, and I been telling…His boys and my boys played hockey.

All my boys played hockey.  My father played hockey in high school.  And his kids, his boys played with my boys.  And I told him the story about Amelia Earhart thirty years ago, twenty five years ago….when the kids were small.  He said “Someday, Bob, when I retire, I’m going to take you down to Washington, and have you interviewed by the Marine Corps on your story on finding Amelia Earhart’s briefcase on Saipan.”  And it finally came to the day, three or four months ago, Dick said, “I’ve made arrangements to take you to Washington, take you to Annapolis to be interviewed by the Marine Corps.”  He drove me down there.  The Colonel came up from Washington, Colonel Solis, who works for the government.  He’s a Marine Corps

historian….doctor…and a lawyer.  Young….your age. Yeah, not much older. And, uh, that was IT. That’s how I got…they didn’t write me, or anything like that, but I haven’t heard a word, and I’ve given up on hearing from them.  Just like beating on the bottom of the well.  They’re not going to let you up.  And the question that always comes to you or me, Tommy, the same thing:  Why is this government doing this?  I don’t know.  The only halfway sensible thing is that if it was to come true that we did, or the Japanese did, killed her, I don’t care how she died; I know she was on Saipan.

Gelb:  Right.  That’s all that’s really important. That’s a fact.

Wallack:  That’s all a fact.

Gelb:  Exactly

Wallack:  It’s not theory. It’s not anything.  I had her briefcase. She had to be there.  It’s like you going into a store without your

pocketbook.

Gelb:  Right.  She was there.

Wallack:  She didn’t leave that airplane. I thought… possibly she…this Nancy Tier that I met up in Lakeview, who flew with her…as a youngster, flew across the country.  She’s the same age as Amelia Earhart would be today.  This is some years back.  I’ve visited Nancy many times, and she said, “I’ve heard all the stories, but your story on the briefcase is the only one I can stomach. She was too good a pilot.  She said, “We were all bad, we were all poor navigators.  That’s why Noonan was her navigator.  We were all poor radio people.  Talking about women…I’m not saying men weren’t too, but those were two of our drawbacks. But she was the best of all of us in the pilots.  She was good, and she had a pair of golden hands.  She’d go across country in a race, and something went wrong with the plane, she’d land it, find out what was wrong in the engine, take the part out, go into town to an auto machine shop, get the new part, go back and put it in the airplane.”  So she said, “She was good.”  So those are things that filled me up over these 58 years.  This guy really made me feel good.  I got to know him and he saw the airplane, and he says, “That’s two of us.”   I thought I was the only one that knew she was on Saipan, until I met Tommy.

Gelb:  That must have been amazing when you met him.

Wallack:  Amazing…Me and Mike who’s been to my house.  It’s only ten minutes away….ten minutes away!

Gelb:  That’s amazing….

Wallack:  You go down, car’s out in front.  Just drive down here, go up to the highway.  I’m directly across here ten minutes away.  From this house to my house is no more than ten minutes.  How would that grab you?  These two guys.  I didn’t know a thing about him, and he didn’t know a thing about me.

Gelb:  Until thirty years ago.

Wallack:  When I saw the article in the Register, my wife Arlene picked it up, and I had his name and address.  I called him, in the house here. He and Ann were up to the house in a half hour…in our backyard, and he was talking to me.

Gelb: Oh… it’s amazing…

Wallack:  It’s a small world.  And we went out to California together, the two of us.  We went on Unsolved Mysteries. That was fun. And you know, we were there with the other ‘counterparts’ that believed that she was off of Howland Island in the water.  Elgin Long, and those guys, anything.  I can remember the catered dinner they had for us out on the patio, and Mrs. Long, she and I, she fought me. You know she was nice, but she wasn’t nice.  Her husband, they had pictures of…

Gelb:   Didn’t they ever look at the evidence on Saipan?

Wallack:  Well, he was a pilot….during the War, probably and in civilian life he flew commercial airlines, okay?  They did the television show at his house, outside of San Francisco, up in the mountains, up on the hill there. And had the television crews in there, and they interviewed Tommy in one room, and they interviewed me in another room, and then they …Long, Elgin Long opened his house up to the television crews….Robert Stack and Unsolved Mysteries.  The crew were great people…and uh, what am I leading up to?

Gelb:  Did they have….they had you, they had Elgin Long, they had

Tom Devine….Who else did they have?

Wallack:  Gillespie never came.

Gelb:  Thank goodness…

Wallack:  He didn’t show.  They had Long…and I...Tommy would know. I remember it was in Long’s house.  I remember talking to her out on the porch.  She…oh I know what it was, I’m looking for the wrong… they had big…they were really Amelia Earhart buffs. They had an oil painting as big as the square here on the wall, on the second floor… of birds, and a flight jacket.  The house was a gorgeous home, full of Amelia Earhart stuff you know. They were Amelia Earhart people.  Supposedly, Ballard didn’t pick it up, but they got…  Long was uh.  They were over last year to the Howland Island.  They raised three million dollars...
Gelb:  And they didn’t find….

Wallack:  They didn’t find shit.

Gelb:  Because it’s not there.

Wallack:  It’s not there…

Gelb:  Right.  It’s not there to find.

Wallack:  I think Ballard, who has found a lot of things….you know, the Titanic, all kinds of things.  He’s good.  And I’ve read some of his stories, and I don’t think he could stomach what Long was trying to make him do. But Long got a boat, and scuba divers and stuff, and he and his followers went over there to Howland Island….

Gelb:  And found nothing…

Wallack:  And found nothing.  See their theory…they …Lily, they were pilots and they knew flight, wind….they’re going on that concept…of how much gasoline… the altitude….

Gelb:  But it’s all…..ridiculous… It’s conjecture, based on what they know about flight, but that’s not what happened.

Wallack:  That’s NOT what happened… I mean, if I’m not mistaken, she’s like… when I was younger and I did a lot of driving,  I drove by the seat of my pants…She probably flew by the seat of her pants too…you know, instinct, built into you….you know,  your left side is north, and the right side is this, or you see the sun go down, and you know that’s where it sets in the east, right?

Gelb:  No, it sets in the west.

Wallack:  I feel so sorry for him.

Gelb:  I do too…

Wallack:  I don’t personally…I…… My family are up to their eyeballs…They don’t want to hear anything about it.  You know, I feel sorry for Tommy. I’m so glad that Mike and was up here last year, that he made this year. when he was up here.  I’ve been coming over here, every week, for two years now.  When he got sick, and uh, he’s made a complete turnaround…

Gelb:  I know.  Isn’t that wonderful?

Wallack:  He had tubes up his nose, and he’s laying here…

Unbelievable…big as my little finger.  He’s a real dedicated person.

Gelb:  Yeah.  Oh the frustration that he has had…oh, unbelievable.

Wallack:  Unbelievable. It doesn’t bother me anymore, as far as…. ‘cause I had so many disappointments the last few years that I’ve gotten to the point where I say’ What’s to be is gonna BE….

